Oropharyngeal infection with metastatic hand infection: an uncommon variant of Lemierre's syndrome.
Lemierre's syndrome is caused by acute oropharyngeal infection with septic secondary thrombophlebitis of the internal jugular vein and metastatic infection. Fusobacterium necrophorum is the most commonly implicated aetiological agent. The authors present the case of a healthy young man presenting with a history of general malaise and sore throat who developed septic metastatic complications in the left upper limb. He made a complete recovery after treatment with a combination of parenteral antibiotics and a multidisciplinary approach. Early ultrasound scanning of the neck and blood cultures are advocated to diagnose this potentially fatal condition. Management involves a high degree of clinical suspicion for this often 'forgotten' condition and treatment is further discussed in the article.